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Figure 2. Welcome to the Village of Marcellus, M-216 traveling west. Photo taken by Preservation Forward, November 2016. 

Introduction 

Preface 

This historic preservation plan is a guide for community improvement and involvement. More 

importantly, it‘s a framework from which to work from to protect and preserve the historic 

architectural resources in Marcellus. This plan can also serve as a benchmark. A metric of which to 

base performance on to enhance the quality of life and to preserve the unique character of Marcellus 

for present and future generations.  

Historic preservation is defined as an endeavor that seeks to preserve, conserve, and protect 

buildings, objects, sites, landscapes or other artifacts of historical and cultural significance. In this 

plan, the term historic preservation refers specifically to the preservation of the built environment. 

This plan is not ordinary historic preservation. This plan takes an innovative, inclusive, conservative 

approach to historic preservation. Its philosophy is voluntary, rather than mandatory. Its intent is to 

provide community-wide improvement, as opposed to ―saving‖ only a few historic buildings. The 

goals and objectives recommended in this plan are based on informing the public and involving the 

community and residents of Marcellus as a whole.  
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Encouraging community involvement and investment in Marcellus‘s historic built environment is 

good public policy. The downtown and surrounding neighborhood give the Village a character and 

identity all its own. Marcellus‘s distinct identity is portrayed in its variety of architectural styles that 

are visible and tangible social and economic assets. Protecting and preserving these assets to make 

the Village thrive and prosper is the goal of this plan.  

Two important factors directed the development of this plan: (1) the large number of older 
buildings, and (2) the economic level of the community. 
  
 • Marcellus has nearly ¾ of its downtown buildings over 50 years old. 
  
 • Over 50% of the Village‘s residents meet federal low-to moderate-income standards.  
 
Because of these two factors, the Village‘s older buildings cannot reasonably be replaced by new 
construction. They can, however, be guided to work to the Village‘s advantage. Through careful and 
creative programs and financial incentives, older properties have the potential to fulfill a number of 
community needs:  

 
 
Figure 3: Science of Place, Congress for the New 
Urbanism.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
•Viable downtown and neighborhoods  
 
•Affordable housing and attractive business locations 
 
•Protected investment in the existing fabric of the community ― buildings, infrastructure, and 
established neighborhoods  
 
•Preserved cultural and historical heritage  
 
•Increased construction-related and tourism-related business, jobs, and dollars  
 
•An expanded tax base  
 
•A more sustainable, livable, and vibrant village 
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Figure 4. Village of Marcellus Public Library. Photo taken by 
Preservation Forward, November 2016. 

 
 
 
This plan approaches historic preservation as a 
tool to meet these community economic 
development and downtown revitalization 
needs. This plan also recognizes community 
improvement as a shared responsibility. Every 
citizen has a role. There must be a dynamic 
partnership of both public and private efforts 
for marked community improvement.  

 
The success of this plan will come through initial leadership from the Village coupled with increased 
involvement of community groups, property owners, neighborhood residents, business owners, 
involved stakeholders, and the general public — all working together to make Marcellus an even 
more attractive place to live, invest, and visit. 
 

Purpose of the Historic Preservation Plan  

The purpose of a historic preservation plan for Marcellus is to move forward in a direction of smart 
planning for the future while retaining a sense of the past. Historic preservation of older properties 
makes good economic sense. The Village of Marcellus‘ downtown is composed of buildings over 50 
years old. In fact, over 75 percent of its existing building stock is over 50 years of age. This vast 
number of buildings cannot reasonably be replaced by new structures. They can, however, be 
adapted through rehabilitation to meet the needs of today.  
 
Communities across Michigan have successfully embraced preservation of older properties as a tool 
for economic development by: 

• Revitalizing downtown and neighborhoods;  
• Enhancing the appearance of the downtown to attract new business, industry, tourists and 

residents;  
•  Embracing the sense of place and the unique character of Marcellus; and   
• Increasing the tax base.  

 
With these outcomes in mind, the primary purpose of this preservation plan is to set forth a 
program of work that will take underutilized assets ― Marcellus‘s collection of older properties – 
and use them to expand the local economy. Idealistically, Marcellus‘s older buildings and houses 
would be preserved for their historic and aesthetic value alone. Realistically, this is not happening. In 
the public mind there must be viable reasons to save these resources. By viewing them as just that, 
resources– objects of value, resources for economic development – reason exists to protect and 
utilize them. Marcellus‘s older buildings, houses, and neighborhoods are irreplaceable economic 
resources that can be properly managed to the Village‘s advantage ― accomplishing common goals 
of community improvement and economic growth.  
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Legal Basis for Historic Preservation  

Within the past generation, historic preservation has evolved from a limited and somewhat broad 
pursuit into a popular movement with wide support- often spearheaded at the local level. The 
reasons for this support are varied. Some desire a tangible sense of permanence and community, 
while others wish to know about and embrace their distinct heritage in a direct and personally 
meaningful way.  

Recognition that historic preservation often is associated with economic successes is an important 
reason, as is the fact that many see the preservation of historic districts, sites, buildings, structures, 
and objects as enhancing their quality of life, promoting a community‘s sense of place, and 
improving the built environment in which they live and work. Largely because of such highly 
personal responses, public support for historic preservation has flowed from the bottom up, making 
it in the truest sense a grassroots movement. 

With passage of the National Historic Preservation Act in 1966 
(NHPA), Congress made the Federal Government a full 
partner and a leader in historic preservation. While Congress 
recognized that national goals for historic preservation could 
best be achieved by supporting the initiative, enthusiasm, and 
wishes of local citizens and communities, it understood that the 
Federal Government must set an example through enlightened 
policies and practices.  

In the words of the Act, the Federal Government's role would 
be to "provide leadership" for preservation, "contribute to" and 
"give maximum encouragement" to preservation, and "foster 
partnerships‖ under which our modern society and our 
prehistoric and historic resources can exist in productive 
harmony."  

Figure 5. National Trust for Historic Preservation, Celebration of the 50th Anniversary of the 
NHPA.  

Indeed, an underlying motivation in passage of the Act was to 
transform the Federal Government from an agent of indifference, frequently responsible for 
needless loss of historic resources, to a facilitator, an agent of thoughtful change, and a responsible 
steward for future generations.  

Process Used To Prepare Historic Preservation Plan  
 
Preparation of the historic preservation plan for the Village of Marcellus was a thorough process 
which included a reconnaissance survey of the existing historic resources in the downtown and 
surrounding neighborhoods, an evaluation of the Village‘s ordinances, historical research at the local 
and state levels, review of the Cass County Comprehensive Master Plan from July 2014, and 
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evaluation of historical and present-day maps of the Village (and Cass County) to determine 
boundaries of the potential historic district in Marcellus. Preservation issues, needs, and ideas 
specific to Marcellus are the most important component of the information gathering. A 
brainstorming session took place on April 25th at the Village Council Meeting where residents 
provided feedback and developed a set of preservation actions and objectives to address needs 
specific to Marcellus‘s older buildings and neighborhoods, which are the foundation of this 
preservation plan. 
 

Scope of Historic Preservation Plan  
 
Historic preservation plans, to varying degrees, often direct attention to several types of resources 
– cultural, historical, and architectural. The historic preservation plan for the Village, 
concentrates on the historic, architectural resources (structures) in the downtown and surrounding 
neighborhoods. The scope of this historic preservation plan is to provide a reconnaissance inventory 
of the existing historic resources in Marcellus, a brief overview of the history of the Village, and with 
public input, targeted goals and achievable objectives to promote and preserve the historic built 
environment in Marcellus.  
 

 

History of Marcellus 

Incorporation and history 

The Village of Marcellus located in the 

northeastern section of Cass County in 

the Township of Marcellus in the 

southwestern region of the State.  The 

first settler in the Marcellus area was 

John Bair, who came in October 1832. 

He was followed almost a year later by 

Daniel Driskel, in 1833.  

 
Figure 6. South side of West Main Street. Photo taken by Preservation Forward November 2016.  
 

In 1835, 11 other families settled in Marcellus, and by 1836, 28 families had settled in the area. The 

Village of Marcellus was formed in 1879 and named for by Judge Littlejohn of Allegan who 

proposed the citizens name it after Roman Emperor Flavius Marcellus. The name ―Marcellus‖ was 

suggested by Judge Littlejohn who at the time of its organization was a representative in the 

Michigan Legislature. Interestingly enough, the original name chosen by the citizens was Cambria; 

however, there was another township of that name in the State. It was then consented that Marcellus 

would be the name of the new Village. The Village of Marcellus is fortunate in that its geography 

lends itself to easy access for experiencing the freshwater resources and beauty of the State. There 

are over three dozen lakes within an hour‘s drive from the Village.   
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The Village of Marcellus, situated nearly at the geographic center of the Township of Marcellus, was 

platted on April 9th of 1870 by George W. Jones, Leander Bridge, Maria Snyder, and George R. 

Roach. In the winter of 1870–1871 the Peninsular Railroad came through Marcellus, infusing life 

into the small township.  

Shortly after the Village was incorporated, the location of the railroad and depot lent a hand to the 

rapid growth in the downtown. Commercial buildings of all architectural styles, substantial in 

character, were built. The depot was originally on the east side of town; however, because the 

business district was a distance from the depot, the depot was moved in 1898. After this move, 

business began rapidly expanding, construction took place within the downtown, and an addition 

was added to the train station to meet the increased traffic demands. The downtown commercial 

district is bounded to the north by Read Street; to the south by Dibble Street; to the east by Section 

Street; and to the west by Burney Street. Main Street runs east and west through the heart of the 

downtown. At this time, the population of Marcellus was around five hundred, only nine years after 

it was first platted. In the early years, the Village was tied to the use of horse and buggy, but with the 

advent of train travel, this was a turning point for intelligent citizens in Marcellus who possessed an 

entrepreneurial spirit.  

According to the book, The History of Cass County in 1882, in the 1880‘s the Village boasted two 
churches, an Evangelical and a Methodist; a two story brick school house; a Masonic Lodge, an Odd 
Fellows‘ Lodge, a Grange of the Patrons of Husbandry, and a Lodge Good Templars.  It‘s evident 
that the types of industries flourishing were a direct correlation to the plentiful forest products and 

transportation 
demands of the time:
  
―It (the Village) has 
three dry goods, three 
grocery, two drug, one 
hardware, one 
furniture, three 
milliner stores; three 
blacksmith shops, two 
wagon shops, one 
tailor shop, two 
harness shops, two 
meat markets, two tin 
shops, two hotels, one 
bakery, one eating 
house, four practicing 
physicians, two  

 
lawyers, two Justices of the Peace, and one printing press which issues a weekly paper called The 
Messenger;  there are two stave factories, one planning mill and a sash and blind factory combined, 
one cooper shop and one steam saw mill.‖  

 
Figure 7. East Side of North Main Street. Photo courtesy of the Michigan History Center- Archives- State of Michigan, February 2017. 
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Farmers gathered in the Village and traded their produce for food and clothing. The Village was the 

center of commerce and activity drawing crowds from the nearby hamlets that surrounded 

Marcellus. And by 1911, the automobile began to replace the horse and buggy as the desired mode 

of transportation and ten passenger trains stopped at the depot every day. 

From the book, The Village of Marcellus Centennial 1979, notes that the use of the automobile was 

a welcomed change, but that its adoption wasn‘t without some challenges.  

 ―It was a slow but relentless revolution with the government furnishing the highway while 

 the railroads furnished their own tracks. Tractors replaced teams. Garages, filling stations, 

 automobile sales and tractor factories took the place of the blacksmiths and other horse 

 related industries. ― 

 

Figure 8. Village Library, Photo taken by Preservation Forward, November 2016. 

An account from the Centennial of 1979 indicates that the G.W. Jones Exchange Bank is the one 

business that had the same location in 1911 as it did in 1979. The Burlington and Krise Grocery 

building is now Terrill‘s Market, a grocery staple of the Marcellus community for generations. A 

livery stable once stood where the current Village library exists and the depot that was located 

adjacent to the tracks on the east side of the Village is now just a distant memory.  The stores that 

made up the Centennial Block were occupied by the S. Stern & Company, where a person could find 

groceries, dry goods, shoes, candy, and an assortment of other fine goods. The S. Stern & Company 

store played an important role in the history of not only the Centennial Block, but the Village as a 

whole. The Village Hall was once the heart of the village, which was located just down from the  
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S. Stern & Company store. The Village Hall was later torn down to make room for a parking lot to 

accommodate the patrons of the G.W. Jones Exchange Bank. The Methodist Church, originally a 

Baptist Church, is located on the corner of Dibble and Jones Streets with its beautiful architecture 

and ornamental stained glass windows. During its height, Marcellus was also home to two theaters, a 

bowling alley, and a pool hall. Each year the Village hosted the National Bluegill Frolic, a parade, 

fishing tournament, and beauty pageant which has attracted thousands each year. 

Figure 9. Village of Marcellus looking down Main Street, Photo courtesy of the Michigan History Center- Archives- State of Michigan, February 2017. 

Historic Character of Marcellus 

Overview 

The historic preservation plan seeks to protect and promote those qualities that make Marcellus a 

village unlike any other – qualities that give it its distinct identity. Today‘s identity is a product of the 

past, created by the historic buildings and neighborhoods that still exist from the Village‘s first 100 

years. Downtown Marcellus has been identified as having a historic district that is eligible for listing 

in the National Register of Historic Places.  The National Register of Historic Places is the official 

list of the Nation's historic places worthy of preservation. Authorized by the National Historic 

Preservation Act of 1966, the National Park Service's National Register of Historic Places is part of 
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a national program to coordinate and support public and private efforts to identify, evaluate, and 

protect America's historic and archeological resources. 

 

Marcellus‘s accumulation of older buildings illustrates the growth and development of the 

Village from its incorporation in 1879. In fact, this is the Village‘s period of significance- the late 

1800‘s to early 1900‘s. Period of significance refers to the span of time during which significant 

events and activities occurred. The buildings depict the Village‘s evolution – from dry goods stores, 

to meat markets, to a railroad depot stop, to center of commerce for farmers and businesspeople, to 

manufacturing goods at the local factory and saw mills. The progression of history is visible within 

the built environment of the downtown. And that sense of place and unique character still exists 

today. Buildings in the downtown boast architectural details reflective of the Italianate style of 

architecture which is very common during the late 19th century. Commercial storefronts were located 

on the ground floor with offices and living quarters above on the 2nd and 3rd floors of many 

downtown buildings.  

Determination 

A reconnaissance survey was conducted in 2014 by the State Historic Preservation Office with 

recommendations that an eligible National Register of Historic Places historic district included ―the 

Village‘s small downtown area plus four, large houses and the United Methodist Church and Charles 

H. Hudson Memorial Building (Community Building) just west of the downtown. On the north side 

of Main Street the potential historic district runs from the two-story brick and concrete block 

building built in 1950 at 161 East Main Street (just west of the village hall and fire station building) 

to 238 West Main Street at the east end. The south side from the Modern Woodmen Financial 

Services building at 158 East Main Street west to include the United Methodist Church complex 

west to Jones Street.‖ Highlights of the district are the Centennial Building on Main Street‘s south 

side just west of Center Street which boasts an opera house upstairs and is registered and listed as a 

state historical site. The fieldstone G.W. Jones Exchange Bank building just west of the Centennial 

Block, the Carroll S. and G.W. Jones houses on Main Street‘s north side which is east of Jones 

Street, and the Hudson Memorial Building on the Jones Street‘s west side at Read Street all have 

potential to be eligible resources in a historic district within the Village.  
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A historic district comprised of properties that are eligible to be listed in the National Register of 

Historic Places must meet the National Register Criteria for Evaluation. This involves examining the 

property‘s age, integrity, and significance. Age and Integrity are determined by the age of the 

property. Is the property old enough to be considered historic (generally at least 50 years old) and 

does it still look much the way it did in the past? Significance is defined as whether or not a property 

is associated with events, activities, or developments that were important in the past. Significance 

also considers the lives of people who were important in the past. In addition to, specific details 

about the property relevant to architectural history, landscape history, or engineering achievements. 

Finally, significance considers whether a property has the potential to yield information through 

archeological investigation about our past.  

Boundary Details 

This historic district, identified as the green, shaded 

area, was determined to be eligible for the National 

Register of Historic Places by the State Historic 

Preservation Office in 2014.  

Figure 9. The National Register of Historic Places Plaque. Figure 10. Map of the Village of Marcellus. Historic District, State Historic Preservation 

Office- State of Michigan, November 2016 
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Implementation of the Historic Preservation Plan 
 
Generally, historic preservation follows a pattern of prioritized actions:  
 
• Saving significant individual buildings 
• Establishing house museums 
• Designating a National Register historic district  
• Enacting a local historic preservation ordinance 
• Designating a small number of local historic landmarks 
• Implementing downtown revitalization programs 
 

Goals and Objectives 

A public meeting was held on April 25th at the Village Hall where the public could provide their 
goals and objectives for the historic preservation plan. Goals identified included: ―to improve the 
appeal of the Village, maintain that Marcellus is a great place to raise a family, assist residents and 
business owners to help make the Village become more attractive and inviting, to preserve the 
historic buildings in the Village, encourage participation in community events, attract residents and 
visitors to visit and spend their dollars in our downtown.‖  

The Village boasts ―36 lakes within 6 miles‖ as part of their outreach for tourism and as a desirable 
natural resource for the residents who live in Marcellus. A community member expressed that there 
should be literature including maps, photos, information on the varieties of fish, location of lakes, 
etc. that can be available for those who are interested in exploring the scenic beauty and water 
resources in the area.  

 

The installation of creative places for the 
community to enjoy as a public space is a 
goal that was recommended. Art is an 
attractive component of any community. 
Within the Village there are murals that 
the residents would like to see 
maintained and opportunities for 
additional murals to be located within 
the community.  

Figure 11. United Methodist Church, 197 W. Main Street. 
Photo taken by Preservation Forward, November 2016. 

 

The Village is entirely walkable—a strength that not many communities can proudly proclaim. This 
makes it easy for a resident or a visitor to access services, retail, amenities, and parks within just a 
few steps. A goal that was recommended is to ―start with the petunias‖. Providing a pleasant and 
inviting streetscape is like rolling out the welcome mat for residents and visitors to experience and 
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explore the Village. Walkability offers surprising benefits to our health, the environment, our 
finances, and our communities. As of late, walkability is a scoring criterion that nearly all 
communities are ranked which identifies a community as being easily accessible or restrictive to 
access. The Village of Marcellus ranks high on walkability and it should be something to boast. 
Walkscore, an online resource that helps people to determine how walk-friendly a place is or not, 
identifies a walkable environment as having:  

 A center: Walkable places have a center, whether it's a main street or a public space. 
 People: Enough people for businesses to flourish and for public transit to run frequently. 
 Mixed income, mixed use: Affordable housing located near businesses. 
 Parks and public space: Plenty of public places to gather and play. 
 Pedestrian design: Buildings are close to the street, parking lots are relegated to the back.  
 Schools and workplaces: Close enough that most residents can walk from their homes.  
 Complete streets: Streets designed for bicyclists, pedestrians, and transit.  

Objectives identified were to disseminate the plan at the request of the community. Discuss the plan 
with representation of the Village and ultimately, adopt the plan as an additional reference to the 
2014 Master Plan for the Village of Marcellus. Village representation will convene a public meeting 
with the downtown building owners and other stakeholders about financial incentives for 
rehabilitation of historic properties. The historic preservation plan has financial opportunities 
identified in the appendices. Initiate a discussion with the Village and community about historic 
properties that are threatened for demolition. Encourage building owners to review the historic 
preservation plan which can help to provide information on the importance of retaining historic 
properties that reflect the history of the Village. Village representation and community members 
may be interested in establishing a local historic district to protect historic properties that are slated 
for demolition and to use historic preservation as a tool for smart planning for the Village. 
Establishment of a National Register of Historic Places historic district in the downtown was 
recommended as an objective. Once a historic district is designated in the National Register of 
Historic Places, a building owner can access federal historic rehabilitation tax credits as a financial 
tool for rehabilitation expenditures. For more information on the tax credits, please see the 
appendices. 

Adoption of a local historic district ordinance (Michigan PA 169) provides a stronger protection for 
historic properties at the local level. The local ordinance allows for designation of historic properties 
in a local historic district. It grants protection to these locally designated historic properties by 
requiring a review process, called a certificate of appropriateness review, for any proposed change to 
the exterior of a designated property. This review process insures that the historic property retain 
their significant architectural identity. Additional protection is also offered for any application for 
demolition or removal of a locally designated historic property. For further information on Public 
Act 169, please see the appendices.  



            

17 
Village of Marcellus Historic Preservation Plan  May 2017 PRESERVATION FORWARD   

Figure 12. Hudson Memorial Building, 
179 North Jones Street. Photo taken by 
Preservation Forward, November 
2016. 

Plan 
recommendations 

Preservation-minded 
citizens, seeking to call 
further attention to the 
value of the Village‘s 
historic properties, are 
encouraged to work 
collaboratively with 
representation from the 
Village and the 
community at-large. 
Implementation of the 

historic preservation plan in Marcellus begins with outreach and education to the residents. 
Dissemination of the plan to the public is pivotal. Rather than the Village planning for its citizens, 
let the citizens plan for their Village. Tentatively, this will spearhead efforts to incorporate the plan 
into the Village‘s standard operating procedures. Encouraging the public to convene and share input 
for ways to execute the goals and objectives of the plan is the second priority. And finally, adoption 
of the plan by the Village officials, council, commissions, and departments will assist in making 
smart decisions when it comes to planning for the future while retaining a sense of the past.   
 
The historic preservation plan also recommends developing design guidelines for the historic 
properties in the downtown, additional surveying of existing historic properties, developing a public 
education program which can be initiated by distribution of the plan, and perhaps, having a tour of 
historic properties in the downtown to showcase as jewels in the crown of the community.  

 

Conclusion  
 
The historic preservation plan provides the Village of Marcellus with a guideline for historic 
preservation as a safeguard for the protection of historic properties within the Village.  
There is now a sense among representation from the Village and the community that there‘s a 
commitment to historic preservation from public input received in the creation of the historic 
preservation plan. The Village has a rich history worthy of recognition and preservation efforts. The 
majority of Marcellus‘s historic resources are from the 19th and early 20th century.  
These historic assets tell Marcellus‘s story and it is important that this story is preserved and 
transmitted forward for future generations to enjoy.  
 
In the future, the historic preservation plan should be evaluated to determine what has been 
accomplished and what remains to be completed. A new historic preservation plan may be desired 
as community development and downtown revitalization strategies shift over time. At that point, a 
new historic preservation plan may be created or a revised and amended version of the original plan 
would serve the best purpose. This approach will help ensure continuity within the overall master 
plan and historic preservation plan for the Village of Marcellus.  
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Appendix A 

*Document courtesy of the Library of Michigan, January 2017. 
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Appendix B 

LOCAL HISTORIC DISTRICTS ACT 
 

Act 169 of 1970 
 
AN ACT to provide for the establishment of historic districts; to provide for the acquisition of certain 
resources for historic preservation purposes; to provide for preservation of historic and non-historic 
resources within historic districts; to provide for the establishment of historic district commissions; to 
provide for the maintenance of publicly owned resources by local units; to provide for certain 
assessments under certain circumstances; to provide for procedures; and to provide for remedies and 
penalties. 
 
History: 1970, Act 169, Imd. Eff. Aug. 3, 1970 ;-- Am. 1986, Act 230, Imd. Eff. Oct. 1, 1986 ;-- Am. 1992, 
Act 96, Imd. Eff. June 18, 1992  
 
© 2015 Legislative Council, State of Michigan 

 
The People of the State of Michigan enact: 

Document Type Description 

Section 399.201 Section Short title. 

Section 399.201a Section Definitions. 

Section 399.202 Section Historic preservation as public purpose; purpose of ordinance. 

Section 399.203 Section Historic districts; establishment; study committee; duties; public hearing; 
notice; actions; availability of writings to public. 

Section 399.204 Section Historic district commission; establishment; appointment, qualifications, 
and terms of members; vacancy; commissions previously established by 
charter or ordinance. 

Section 399.205 Section Permit required; completed application; certificate of appropriateness or 
notice to proceed; issuance; permit fee; appeal to review board and circuit 
court; plan review standards, guidelines, and considerations; scope of 
review; preservation plan; approval; conditions; public meeting; 
availability of writings to public; rules of procedure; approval of minor 
work; finding of demolition by neglect; restoration or modification of 
work done without permit. 

Section 399.206 Section Grants, gifts, and programs. 

Section 399.207 Section Historic resource; acquisition by local legislative body. 

Section 399.208 Section County historic district commission; coordination with township and 
municipality. 

Section 399.209 Section Historic district commission; filings with delegated authority; duties of 
local public officials, employees, and department. 

Section 399.210 Section Construction of act. 

http://www.legislature.mi.gov/%28S%28bgg5xz3tiwnoz14gvwaytasu%29%29/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-399-202
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/%28S%28bgg5xz3tiwnoz14gvwaytasu%29%29/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-399-203
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/%28S%28bgg5xz3tiwnoz14gvwaytasu%29%29/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-399-204
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/%28S%28bgg5xz3tiwnoz14gvwaytasu%29%29/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-399-205
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/%28S%28bgg5xz3tiwnoz14gvwaytasu%29%29/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-399-206
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/%28S%28bgg5xz3tiwnoz14gvwaytasu%29%29/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-399-207
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/%28S%28bgg5xz3tiwnoz14gvwaytasu%29%29/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-399-208
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/%28S%28bgg5xz3tiwnoz14gvwaytasu%29%29/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-399-209
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/%28S%28bgg5xz3tiwnoz14gvwaytasu%29%29/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-399-210
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Section 399.211 Section Appeal of decisions. 

Section 399.212 Section Effect of act as to existing legislation and historical commissions. 

Section 399.213 Section Powers and duties of historic district commission. 

Section 399.214 Section Local units; establishing, modifying, or eliminating historic districts; study 
committee; considerations; review of applications within proposed 
historic district; emergency moratorium. 

Section 399.215 Section Violation; fine; payment of costs. 

 

* Document courtesy of the Michigan Legislature, May 2017.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.legislature.mi.gov/%28S%28bgg5xz3tiwnoz14gvwaytasu%29%29/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-399-211
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/%28S%28bgg5xz3tiwnoz14gvwaytasu%29%29/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-399-212
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/%28S%28bgg5xz3tiwnoz14gvwaytasu%29%29/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-399-213
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/%28S%28bgg5xz3tiwnoz14gvwaytasu%29%29/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-399-214
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/%28S%28bgg5xz3tiwnoz14gvwaytasu%29%29/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-399-215
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Appendix C 
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* Maps courtesy of the Library of Congress, May 2017. 
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Appendix D  

 

* Maps courtesy of Getty images, May 2017. 
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Appendix E 
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* Historic images of Marcellus, Photos courtesy of the Michigan History Center- Archives- State of Michigan, February 2017. 
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Appendix F 

 

* Map of the Village of Marcellus. Historic District, State Historic Preservation Office- State of Michigan, November 2016. 
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Appendix G  

* Traveling west on M-216 entering the Village of Marcellus from the east. Photo taken by Preservation Forward, November 2016. 
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* Traveling west on M-216 entering the Village of Marcellus from the east. Photo taken by Preservation Forward, November 2016. 
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* Traveling west on M-216 through the Village of Marcellus from the east. Photo taken by Preservation Forward, November 2016. 
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* South side of Main Street, Village of Marcellus. Photo taken by Preservation Forward, November 2016. 
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* South side of Main Street, Village of Marcellus. Photo taken by Preservation Forward, November 2016. 
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* South side of Main Street, Village of Marcellus. Photo taken by Preservation Forward, November 2016. 
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* South side of Main Street showing a vacant lot, Village of Marcellus. Photo taken by Preservation Forward, November 2016. 
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* South side of Main Street, Village of Marcellus. Photo taken by Preservation Forward, November 2016. 
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* Village Library, 205 East Main Street, Village of Marcellus. Photo taken by Preservation Forward, November 2016. 

 



            

38 
Village of Marcellus Historic Preservation Plan  May 2017 PRESERVATION FORWARD   

* Village Library, 205 East Main Street, Village of Marcellus. Photo taken by Preservation Forward, November 2016. 
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* Village Library, 205 East Main Street, Village of Marcellus. Photo taken by Preservation Forward, November 2016. 
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* Village Library, 205 East Main Street, Village of Marcellus. The Library was built in 1929 and was a gift of Russell Wood. Photo taken by 

Preservation Forward, November 2016. 
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* Terrill‘s Market 119 East Main Street, Village of Marcellus. The Terrill‘s Market Building is an Italianate style of commercial architecture and was 

formerly the Chesebrough and Andrews Grocery Building. Photo taken by Preservation Forward, November 2016. 
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* Village Hall 177 East Main Street, Village of Marcellus. Photo taken by Preservation Forward, November 2016. 
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* Opportunity for redevelopment 161 East Main Street, Village of Marcellus. Photo taken by Preservation Forward, November 2016. 
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* Marcellus News Building, 149 East Main Street, Village of Marcellus. Photo taken by Preservation Forward, November 2016. 
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* Marcellus News Building in background located at 149 East Main Street, Village of Marcellus. Photo taken by Preservation Forward, November 

2016. 
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* Modern Woodmen of America Building, 158 East Main Street, Village of Marcellus. Photo taken by Preservation Forward, November 2016. 
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* Opportunity for redevelopment East Main Street, Village of Marcellus. Photo taken by Preservation Forward, November 2016. 
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* United Methodist Church, 197 West Main Street, Village of Marcellus. Photo taken by Preservation Forward, November 2016. 
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* United Methodist Church an example of a gothic style of architecture this church was formerly the First Baptist Church of Marcellus located at 197 

West Main Street, Village of Marcellus. Photo taken by Preservation Forward, November 2016. 
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* United Methodist Church, 197 West Main Street, Village of Marcellus. Photo taken by Preservation Forward, November 2016. 
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* G.W. Jones Exchange Bank - Teller Drive-Thru, West Main Street an example of local fieldstone used in a random pattern to construct this unqiue 

building located on West Main Street just east of the United Methodist Church in the Village of Marcellus. Photo taken by Preservation Forward, 

November 2016. 
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* ―Sew It Is‖ Building, 127 West Main Street was built in 1913 and was formerly the Woods Variety Store. The building boasts a Masonic Lodge on 

the 2nd Floor located in the Village of Marcellus. Photo taken by Preservation Forward, November 2016. 
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* G.W. Jones Exchange Bank 115 West Main Street is an example of the Richardsonian Romanesque style of commercial architecture was originally 

the Jones Family Building. The right half of this building was erected in 1890 and the left half was added in 1912. G.W. Jones Exchange Bank was the 

original proprietor located in the Village of Marcellus. Photo taken by Preservation Forward, November 2016. 

 



            

54 
Village of Marcellus Historic Preservation Plan  May 2017 PRESERVATION FORWARD   

* Napa Auto Parts Building, formerly the Centennial Hall Building part of the known Centennial Block built in 1876 by Dr. Carbine in honor of the 

National Centennial. The second story boasts an opera house which retains its integrity to this day. The exterior of the building has a keystone that 

reads: Erected by H. Carbine 1876 and has gothic-style original windows with stone lintels and a stone ‗Centennial Hall‘ in scripted on the façade with 

a detailed brick cornice. The Centennial Hall Building is located at 105 West Main Street, Village of Marcellus. Photo taken by Preservation Forward, 

November 2016. 
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* Centennial Hall Building part of the known Centennial Block located at 105 West Main Street, Village of Marcellus. Photo taken by Preservation 

Forward, November 2016. 
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* Centennial Hall Building part of the known Centennial Block located at 105 West Main Street, Village of Marcellus. Photo taken by Preservation 

Forward, November 2016. 
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* Village Hall 177 East Main Street, Village of Marcellus. Photo taken by Preservation Forward, November 2016. 
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* View traveling west on M-216 of East Main Street, Village of Marcellus. Photo taken by Preservation Forward, November 2016. 
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* View of East Main Street, Village of Marcellus. Photo taken by Preservation Forward, November 2016. 
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* View looking east down Main Street (M-216 East), Village of Marcellus. Photo taken by Preservation Forward, November 2016. 
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* View of East Main Street traveling west on M-216, Village of Marcellus. Photo taken by Preservation Forward, November 2016. 
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* View of 104 West Main Street near intersection of Main and Center Streets, Village of Marcellus. Photo taken by Preservation Forward, November 

2016. 
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* ―Sew It Is‖ Building Cornice Detail, 127 West Main Street, Village of Marcellus. Photo taken by Preservation Forward, November 2016. 
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* View looking east down Main Street (M-216 East), Village of Marcellus. Photo taken by Preservation Forward, November 2016. 
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* United Methodist Church Tower Gothic Style Architectural Detail, 197 West Main Street, Village of Marcellus. Photo taken by Preservation 

Forward, November 2016. 
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* United Methodist Church Façade Gothic Style Architectural Detail, 197 West Main Street, Village of Marcellus. Photo taken by Preservation 

Forward, November 2016. 
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* Example of a Queen Anne style of residential architecture, formerly the Romig Funeral Home located at 208 Main Street near the intersection of 

Main and Jones Streets, Village of Marcellus. Photo taken by Preservation Forward, November 2016. 
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* Example of a shingle style of residential architecture located on Main Street referred locally as the ―Stone House‖, Village of Marcellus. Photo taken 

by Preservation Forward, November 2016. 
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* Example of a shingle style of residential architecture located on Main Street referred locally as the ―Stone House‖, Village of Marcellus. Photo taken 

by Preservation Forward, November 2016. 
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* Example of a folk ―stick‖ style of residential architecture located on Main Street,Village of Marcellus. Photo taken by Preservation Forward, 

November 2016. 
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* Charles H. Hudson Memorial Building, built in 1930 located at the intersection of North Jones and West Read Streets, Village of Marcellus. Photo 

taken by Preservation Forward, November 2016. 
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* Charles H. Hudson Memorial Building, built in 1930 located at the intersection of North Jones and West Read Streets, Village of Marcellus. Photo 

taken by Preservation Forward, November 2016. 
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* Example of an eclectic, Queen Anne style of residential architecture located on Read Street, Village of Marcellus. Photo taken by Preservation 

Forward, November 2016. 
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* Example of a Michigan ―Upright and Wing‖ style of residential architecture with Greek revival details located at 201 Main Street, Village of 

Marcellus. Photo taken by Preservation Forward, November 2016. 
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Appendix H 

The Secretary of the Interior's Standards for Rehabilitation 

The Standards (Department of Interior regulations, 36 CFR 67) pertain to historic buildings of all 
materials, construction types, sizes, and occupancy and encompass the exterior and the interior, 
related landscape features and the building's site and environment as well as attached, adjacent, or 
related new construction. The Standards are to be applied to specific rehabilitation projects in a 
reasonable manner, taking into consideration economic and technical feasibility.  

1. A property shall be used for its historic purpose or be placed in a new use that requires minimal 
change to the defining characteristics of the building and its site and environment.  

2. The historic character of a property shall be retained and preserved. The removal of historic 
materials or alteration of features and spaces that characterize a property shall be avoided.  

3. Each property shall be recognized as a physical record of its time, place, and use. Changes that 
create a false sense of historical development, such as adding conjectural features or architectural 
elements from other buildings, shall not be undertaken.  

4. Most properties change over time; those changes that have acquired historic significance in their 
own right shall be retained and preserved.  

5. Distinctive features, finishes, and construction techniques or examples of craftsmanship that 
characterize a property shall be preserved.  

6. Deteriorated historic features shall be repaired rather than replaced. Where the severity of 
deterioration requires replacement of a distinctive feature, the new feature shall match the old in 
design, color, texture, and other visual qualities and, where possible, materials. Replacement of 
missing features shall be substantiated by documentary, physical, or pictorial evidence.  

7. Chemical or physical treatments, such as sandblasting, that cause damage to historic materials shall 
not be used. The surface cleaning of structures, if appropriate, shall be undertaken using the gentlest 
means possible.  

8. Significant archeological resources affected by a project shall be protected and preserved. If such 
resources must be disturbed, mitigation measures shall be undertaken.  

9. New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction shall not destroy historic materials 
that characterize the property. The new work shall be differentiated from the old and shall be 
compatible with the massing, size, scale, and architectural features to protect the historic integrity of 
the property and its environment.  

10. New additions and adjacent or related new construction shall be undertaken in such a manner 
that if removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of the historic property and its 
environment would be unimpaired. 
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Appendix I 

Michigan's Historic Resources Survey Program 

What do Michigan's post offices, state parks, highway bridges and historic engineering and industrial 
sites, the Grand Rapids central business district, Lansing neighborhoods, and Lathrup Village 
outside Detroit, Mackinac Island and the villages of Calumet and Laurium, and the rural landscape 
of the southern part of Lima Township in Washtenaw County have in common? They are all 
examples of Michigan historic resources that have been subjects of historic resources surveys carried 
out throughout the state since the statewide survey program began in the mid-1970s. 

What is a Historic Resource? 

Historic resources are districts, buildings, sites, structures or objects that exemplify a period of 
history. Their historical value may be achieved either through association with significant historical 
events; through association with the lives of persons significant in our past; by embodying a 
particular style, type or method of construction; by possessing high artistic values; or by yielding, or 
being likely to yield, information important to history or prehistory. Historic resources are typically 
fifty years of age or older, but resources of lesser age may qualify if they have extraordinary 
significance. 

What is a Historic Resource Survey? 

The State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) oversees historic and architectural surveys. Below-
ground and underwater surveys are under the purview of the Office of the State Archaeologist. A 
"survey" provides the means by which we identify and document historic resources and evaluate 
their significance. The term describes both a process and a product. The process consists of 
monitoring and conducting survey projects; it leads to the creation, growth and refinement of an 
inventory and ultimately the product-the survey data. A historic resources survey requires the 
recordation of basic data on and the photographic documentation and mapping of individual 
resources in a specified area. It also requires that research be conducted to determine the historic 
significance of the resources surveyed. Historic resources are typically fifty years of age or older, but 
resources of lesser age may qualify if they have extraordinary significance. 

The Purpose of the Survey 

Undertaking a survey to identify historic resources acknowledges that these resources have value to 
ourselves and future generations. Historic resources provide character, continuity and a sense of 
uniqueness to the community. Survey is fundamental to historic preservation because it results in the 
identification of historic resources and helps determine which of those resources should be 
preserved. The purpose of completing a local survey is to gather the information needed to plan for 
the wise use of a community's resources. 
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A historic resource survey may also result in: 

 Stimulation of interest in and increased public awareness of a community's historic 
resources; 

 Production of information useful to local units of government or planning agencies, which 
in some cases may lead to attainment by a community of Certified Local Government 

 Creation of an information base to be utilized by community action programs for either 
housing or commercial rehabilitation and neighborhood improvement; 

 Identification of individual or historic districts to be nominated to the National Register of 
Historic Places, or commemorated with historical markers; 

 Definition of areas to be designated as local historic districts under local ordinances, and 
preparation of historic district study committee reports in accordance with the specifications 
of Michigan's Local Historic Districts Act, Public Act 169 of 1970, as amended; 

 Identification of historic resources in anticipation of projects that may involve building 
demolition and land disturbance; 

 Information that is used to meet specific environmental review requirements of Section 106 
of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended; and 

 Research on properties representing a style, period, construction type or historic theme. 

The Survey Process 

The essential first step in any preservation effort is the location and identification of historic 
resources within a geographic area and their documentation according to established standards. The 
survey process includes planning, research, fieldwork, data organization, evaluation and reporting. 
Survey planning consists of determining the area to be surveyed, the establishment of the type of 
survey, when the survey is to take place, and who is to carry out survey activities and the exact role 
of each person. Research involves investigating the historical background of the survey area, 
gathering information on specific properties, persons identified with these properties and the 
historic uses and events connected to them. Research is carried out within the framework of historic 
contexts. Historic resources surveys fall into two general types: reconnaissance-level surveys and 
intensive-level surveys. A reconnaissance-level survey is a first step in the survey process that 
identifies those areas and properties worthy of further study. Because reconnaissance-level surveys 
do not typically include research on the histories of the surveyed resources, they do not provide 
sufficient information for making informed evaluations of historic significance. Intensive-level 
surveys include historical research on the surveyed properties that provides the information needed 
for determining which individual properties and areas are eligible for historic designations and for 
defining the boundaries of any historic districts. 

Survey Documents 

 The State Historic Preservation Office's "Manual for Historic and Architectural Surveys in 
Michigan"  

 National Register Bulletin 24 "Guidelines for Local Surveys: A Basis for Preservation 
Planning" 
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The Survey Products 

The products of a survey are electronic database records, photographs or electronic images, maps, 
and a survey report. An electronic record for each surveyed property, complex and district is created 
using the SHPO's Ruskin survey software. For each surveyed resource locational, descriptive, 
historical background, and other categories of information, as well as evaluation results and other 
recommendations, are recorded. 

The Survey as the Basis for Future Projects 

Many communities initiate their involvement in historic preservation with a survey, followed by 
additional activities: nominations to the national register, the establishment of local ordinances, 
facade studies, marketing analyses, owners' manuals, guidebooks, brochures and video presentations 
that utilize information from the original survey. 

Funding for the Survey 

Survey activity may be funded through local government expenditure, voluntary efforts and 
contributions, bequests from foundations or other organizations, as well as direct involvement by 
preservation agencies. The SHPO provides funding to certified local governments for intensive-level 
survey. For information about how to become a certified local government, and for grant selection 
criteria and application materials, contact the State Historic Preservation Office. 

The State Survey Data: A Comprehensive Inventory 

As the primary repository for information on Michigan's historic resources, the SHPO maintains an 
inventory of over 300,000 cards, 600 reports, maps, 6,000 rolls of negatives, and nearly 20,000 color 
slides. Since the State Survey Data is accessible to federal, state, regional and local planning officials, 
it can be referenced when making decisions regarding issues such as zoning, local historic districting, 
downtown marketing and urban revitalization. As a public resource, the State Survey Data may be 
consulted on a scheduled appointment basis during regular business hours. 

For more information about the historic resources survey, write the State Historic Preservation 
Office, 735 East Michigan Avenue, PO Box 30044, Lansing, Michigan 48909, or contact us at 517-
373-1630 or preservation@michigan.gov. 

*Document and information courtesy of the Michigan State Historic Preservation Office, Michigan State Housing Development 
Authority, May 2017. 
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Appendix J 

U.S. Department of the Interior, National Park Service 

RESEARCH AND THE NATIONAL REGISTER FORM 

Researching a historic property for National Register nomination differs from researching a 
property for other purposes. Information collected must be directed at determining the 
property's historical significance. When evaluating a property against National Register 
criteria, significance is defined as the importance of a property to the history, architecture, 
archeology, engineering, or culture of a community, a State, or the nation. Significance may be 
based on association with historical events (Criterion A); association with a significant person 
(Criterion B); distinctive physical characteristics of design, construction, or form (Criterion C); 
and potential to yield important information (Criterion D).  

Every National Register nomination must place a property in its historic context to support 
that property's significance. Historic context means information about the period, the place, and 
the events that created, influenced, or formed the backdrop to the historic resources. The 
discussion of historic context should describe the history of the community where the property 
is located as it relates to the history of the property.  

Two other considerations affect evaluation of significance: association and period of 
significance. Association refers to the direct connection between the property and the area of 
significance for which it is nominated. For a property to be significant under historic events 
(Criterion A), the physical structure must have been there to "witness" the event or series of 
events; they must have actually occurred on the nominated property. For a property to be 
significant for an association with an individual (Criterion B), the individual should have lived, 
worked, or been on the premises during the period in which the person accomplished the 
activities for which the individual is considered significant. Period of significance refers to the 
span of time during which significant events and activities occurred. Events and associations 
with historic properties are finite; most properties have a clearly definable period of significance.  

Lastly, a property is evaluated for its integrity: the authenticity of physical characteristics from 
which properties obtain their significance. When properties retain historic material and form, 
they are able to convey their association with events, people, and designs from the past. All 
buildings change over time. Changes do not necessarily mean that a building is not eligible; but, 
if it has radical changes, it may no longer retain enough historic fabric, and may not be eligible 
for the National Register. Historic integrity is the composite of seven qualities: location, design, 
setting, materials, workmanship, feeling and association.  

The National Register nomination form records the property at the time of its listing and 
justifies how the property qualifies for National Register listing. In addition, the form contains 
other data elements that should be reviewed before research is initiated. They include the 
location, size, and boundaries of the property; category and numbers of contributing resources; 
historic and current functions; architectural classification and materials; area and period of 
significance; and bibliography.  
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One of the most challenging tasks of research is knowing when you have gathered enough 
material. You are ready to complete the National Register nomination form when the following 
questions can be answered:  

 What was the property called at the time it was associated with the important events or 
persons, or took on its important physical character that gave it importance?  

 How many buildings, structures, and other resources make up the property?  
 When was the property constructed and when did it attain its current form?  
 What are the property's historic characteristics?  
 What changes have been made over time and when? How have these affected its 

historic integrity?  
 What is the current condition of the property, including the exterior, grounds, setting, 

and interior?  
 How was the property used during its period of significance and how is it used today?  
 Who occupied or used the property historically? Did they individually make any 

important contributions to history? Who is its current owner?  
 Was it associated with important events, activities, or persons?  
 Which National Register criteria apply to the property? In what areas of history is the 

property significant?  
 How does the property relate to the history of the community where it is located?  
 How does the property illustrate any themes or trends important to the history of its 

community, State, or nation?  
 How large is the property, where is it located, or what are its boundaries?  
 Would this property more appropriately be nominated as part of a historic district?  
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Appendix K 

Michigan Community Revitalization Program 
The Michigan Community Revitalization Program (MCRP) will provide grants, loans, or other 
economic assistance to projects that will revitalize regional urban areas, act as a catalyst for 
additional investment in a community, reuse vacant or historic buildings, and promote mixed use 
and sustainable development. 
 
Community Development Block Grant  
The Michigan Strategic Fund (MSF) administers the Michigan Community Development Block 
Grant (CDBG) program, a federal program that provides funds to eligible counties, cities, villages, 
and townships for economic and community development activities. Qualifying economic 
development projects are those directly related to a for-profit business location or expansion 
involving eligible activities that will assist those who are low- and moderate-income. In addition, 
each activity must meet one of the following national objectives for the program: benefit low- and 
moderate-income persons, prevention or elimination of slums or blight, or address community 
development needs having a particular urgency because existing conditions pose a serious and 
immediate threat to the health or welfare of the community for which other funding is not available. 
 
Federal Tax Credits for Historic Properties 
Federal tax incentives are available to stimulate private investment in the rehabilitation of historic 
structures. The State Historic Preservation Office in the Michigan State Housing Development 
Authority, administers provisions of the Tax Reform Act of 1986 in partnership with the National 
Park Service and Internal Revenue Service. 

 The Tax Reform Act of 1986 establishes: 

 a 20% tax credit for the substantial, certified rehabilitation of certified historic structures for 
commercial, industrial and rental residential purposes, and a 10% tax credit for the 
substantial rehabilitation for nonresidential purposes of buildings built before 1936; and 

 a straight-line depreciation period of 27.5 years for residential property and 39 years for 
nonresidential property for the depreciable basis of the rehabilitated building reduced by the 
amount of the tax credit. 

A certified historic structure is any building that is listed individually in the National Register of 
Historic Places, or located in a registered historic distinct and certified as being of historic 
significance to the district. 

A registered historic district is any district that is listed in the National Register of Historic Places, 
or designated under a local ordinance under Michigan Public Act 169 of 1970, as amended, which has 
been certified by the National Park Service as substantially meeting all the requirements for listing of districts in the 
National Register. Simply being listed in a locally designated historic district is not sufficient to gain 
access to the Federal tax credits. 

A certified rehabilitation is any rehabilitation of a certified historic structure that is certified as 
being consistent with the historic character of the property and, where applicable, the district in 
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which it is located. The Secretary of the Interior's Standards for Rehabilitation are used to determine whether the 
historical character of the building is preserved through the process of rehabilitation. 

MDEQ Brownfield Grant and Loan Program 
The Michigan Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) Brownfield Redevelopment Program 
provides grant and loan funding to local units of government to address the environmental issues 
that hinder the redevelopment of a site. Generally, projects may be awarded up to $1 million in 
grants or $1 million in loans. The funding can be used for activities such as environmental 
assessment, clean-up, and actions necessary to reduce the risk of exposure for the intended reuse of 
the Brownfield property. Projects eligible to receive grant funds must: 1) have a committed 
developer; 2) be able to document the anticipated private investment; 3) create new jobs in the 
community; and 4) result in an increase in tax revenue. For projects that may not have a committed 
developer but have economic development potential, or in situations where there is a viable 
responsible party who is not participating in the remediation of the site, loan funds may be used. 
Loans are currently offered at a low 1.5 percent interest rate, with no payments or interest being due 
for the first five years, and they must be repaid within 15 years. 

The HOME Investment Partnerships Program (HOME) 
The HOME provides formula grants to states and localities that communities use - often in 
partnership with local nonprofit groups - to fund a wide range of activities including building, 
buying, and/or rehabilitating affordable housing for rent or homeownership or providing direct 
rental assistance to low-income people. It is the largest Federal block grant to state and local 
governments designed exclusively to create affordable housing for low-income households. 
The program was designed to reinforce several important values and principles of community 
development: 

 HOME's flexibility empowers people and communities to design and implement strategies 
tailored to their own needs and priorities. 

 HOME's emphasis on consolidated planning expands and strengthens partnerships among 
all levels of government and the private sector in the development of affordable housing. 

 HOME's technical assistance activities and set-aside for qualified community-based 
nonprofit housing groups builds the capacity of these partners. 

 HOME's requirement that Participating Jurisdictions (PJs) match 25 cents of every dollar in 
program funds mobilizes community resources in support of affordable housing. 

Other Helpful Resources 

Michigan State Historic Preservation Office: 

 www.michigan.gov/shpo 

National Organizations: 

 Advisory Council on Historic Preservation 
 Heritage Preservation 
 National Alliance of Preservation Commissions 
 The National Center for Preservation Technology and Training (NCPTT) 



            

83 
Village of Marcellus Historic Preservation Plan  May 2017 PRESERVATION FORWARD   

 National Council on Public History 
 National Endowment for the Humanities 
 National Park Service  

o Historic American Buildings Survey/Historic American Engineering Record 
o National Register of Historic Places  

 National Register Information System (NRIS) (searchable database) 
 National Register Publications 

o Technical Preservation Services 
o Sustainability  

 New Technology and Historic Properties 
 National Preservation Institute 
 National Trust for Historic Preservation 
 Partners for Sacred Places 
 Preservation Action 
 PreservationDirectory.com 
 Preserve/Net 
 Society of Architectural Historians 
 Vernacular Architecture Forum 
 Association for Preservation Technology International 
 National Park Service Preservation Briefs 
 American Institute of Architects 

State Organizations: 

 Conference on Michigan Archaeology 
 The Historical Society of Michigan 
 Journal of the American Institute of Architects – Trade Journals 
 Michigan Archaeological Society 
 Michigan Barn Preservation Network 
 Michigan Centennial Farms 
 Michigan Downtown Association 
 Michigan Land Use Institute 
 Michigan Main Street 
 Michigan One Room Schoolhouse Association 
 Michigan Stained Glass Census 
 Old House Network 

*Resource information courtesy of the Michigan State Housing Development Authority, Michigan Historic Preservation Network, 
and Michigan Economic Development Corporation, May 2017. 
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Appendix L 

ACHP, Council: Advisory Council on Historic Preservation: Under the National Historic 

Preservation Act of 1966, review Federal undertakings that may affect historic structures, sites, or 

archeological artifacts. Second contact in sequential review that begins with the State Historic 

Preservation Officer. See also: SHPO. 

Cultural and /or Historic Resource: Buildings, structures, sites, objects which provide evidence of the 
pre-history and history of the community. 

Historic Context (as defined for eligibility for listing on the National Register of Historic Places): 
Information about historic trends and properties grouped by an important theme in the prehistory 
or history of a community, state, or the nation during a particular period of time. Historic contexts 
are organized by theme, place, and time, and link properties to important historic trends. 

Historic Integrity (per National Register criteria): The authenticity of a property‘s historic identity, 
evidenced by the survival of physical characteristics that existed during the property‘s period of 
significance. These characteristics include integrity of location, design, setting, materials, 
workmanship, feeling, and association. 

Historic Preservation: The protection of a property or site to save its historic character. 

Historic Property: Building, site, district, object, or structure evaluated as historically significant. 

Historic Significance (per National Register criteria): The importance of a property to the history, 
architecture, archaeology, engineering, or culture of a community, state, or nation. Historic 
significance is achieved in meeting one or more of the following criteria: 

A. Association with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad 
patterns of our history; 

  B. Association with the lives of persons significant in our past; 

C. Embodiment of the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of 
construction or that represent the work of a master, or that possess high artistic 
values, or that represent a significant and distinguishable entity whose components 
may lack individual distinction; or 

D. Yielded, or potential to yield, information important in prehistory or history. 

NHPA: National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, 80 Stat. 915, 16 U.S.C., 470 et seq.: 

Enacted to protect Federal historic/cultural property and promote preservation of state controlled 

and privately owned historic properties. The most important law governing the policies of Federal 

agencies toward historic preservation. Section 101(a) authorizes the Secretary of the Interior to 

expand and maintain a National Register of Historic Places for cultural resources. Section 106 
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outlines specific actions required of Federal agencies to protect cultural resources. An 

Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) and Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) must 

consider the effects of a proposed Federal undertaking on the resources. The act establishes the 

Advisory Council on Historic Preservation to comment on Federal actions having an effect on 

cultural resources. Supplemented by Executive Order 11593 in 1971. 

National Register of Historic Places: The National Register is the official Federal list of districts, sites, 

buildings, structures, and objects significant in American history, architecture, archaeology, 

engineering, and culture. These contribute to an understanding of the historical and cultural 

foundations of the Nation. 

Rehabilitation: Adapting an historic property for contemporary use while preserving the features 
significant to its historic, architectural, and cultural values. 

Section 106: Under the National Historic Preservation Act, Section 106 provides that any federal 
agency having direct or indirect jurisdiction over a proposed federal or federally assisted or 
federally permitted undertaking must take into account the effect of the undertaking on any 
district, site, building, structure, or object that is included in or eligible for inclusion in the 
National Register of Historic Places. The Advisory Council on Historic Preservation, an 
independent federal agency, must be given the opportunity to comment with regard to such 
undertaking. 

Stabilization: The process of making an historic property that is unsafe and deteriorated, stable 
and weather resistant. 

State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO): Established by the National Historic Preservation Act, 
the SHPO is appointed by the Governor to carry out the historic preservation program 
including recommending properties for nomination to the National Register of Historic Places.  
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Appendix M 
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*Map and accompanying index and images are courtesy of The Historical Reflections of Cass County by The Cass County Historical 

Commission, June 1981.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


